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Japan has notified the following changes to its standards for organic products and the 
comment period is open until July 13, 2005.  All interested parties are encouraged to 
send their comments, well before the deadline, for consideration to USDA’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service.  The office responsible for the comments is: 
 
Food Safety and Technical Services 
International Trade Policy Division 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 
Fax: 202-690-0677 
Email: fstsd@fas.usda. 
 
You are welcome to contact the FSTSD office for guidance and they will be glad to 
assist in making your comments as effective as possible.  U.S. government agencies 
must send comments/concerns directly to FSTSD for proper inter-agency clearance. 
The private sector is invited to provide FSTSD a copy of comments/concerns as early 
as possible so these may be considered for inclusion in official U.S. government 
comments.  Please note however, that private sector comment letters will not be 
forwarded by FSTSD to foreign governments.  Private entities may send comments 
directly to the foreign office listed on the notification. 
 
You can also request the full Japanese text via e-mail at Rachel.nelson@usda.gov. 

 
Text of Official Notification: 

1. Member to Agreement notifying:  JAPAN 
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2):  
      

2. Agency responsible:  Ministry of  Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, e-mail and 
web-site addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to 
handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if 
different from above:        

3. Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ X ], 2.10.1 [   ], 5.6.2 [   ], 5.7.1 [   ], 
other:        

4. Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national 
tariff heading. 
ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable):  Organic 
agricultural products and organic agricultural product processed foods 

5. Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document:  Draft 
revision of JAS for organic agricultural products and its processed foods (5 
pages, in English) 

6. Description of content:  Japanese Agricultural Standard (JAS) for organic 
agricultural products and JAS for organic agricultural product processed foods will 
be amended as follows; 

1) To make the provisions for production criteria clear in order to avoid confusion 
over the interpretation;  and 

2) To revise the list of substances that are permitted to be used in the process of 
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organic products. 

7. Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where 
applicable:  Protection of the consumers’ interest 

8. Relevant documents:  The Law Concerning Standardization and Proper 
Labelling of Agricultural and Forestry Products (1950 Law No.175).  When 
adopted, the amendment will appear in the Official Government Gazette, 
'KAMPO'. 

9. Proposed date of adoption:   
Proposed date of entry into 
force:   

} July 2005 
To be announced in the official gazette. 

10. Final date for comments: 13 July 2005   

11. Texts available from:  National enquiry point  

 
 
Summary of overall changes, included in notification: 

Draft revision of Japanese Agricultural Standard (JAS) for 
organic agricultural products and JAS for organic agricultural 
product processed foods 
 
1. These standards will be amended to make the provisions for production criteria 

clear in order to avoid confusion over the interpretation. However,  we will only 
revise some phrases, and they are not substantial modification on production 
method. 

 
2. Review of the list of permitted substances 

We made deletions, additions, and alternation to substances below.  
 

- JAS for Organic Agriculture Products 
 Agricultural chemicals (Attached Table 2) 
 

Rotenone emulsion 
Rotenone powder 
Rotenone dust 

Attractant 

Deletion 

Repellent 

Soybean lecithin/petroleum oil 

Sulfur/soybean lecithin wettable powder 

Lime sulfur powder 

Fatty glyceride 

Starch wettable powder 

Addition 

Metaldehyde (limited to the use in insect trap) 
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  Substances for the post-harvest process of agricultural products (Attached 

Table 3) 
   
- JAS for Organic Agriculture Products 

 Food additives (Attached Table 1) 
 

Deletion Other processing substances 
Carrageenan Addition 
Agar 
Sodium carbonate 
? Sodium carbonate and sodium acid carbonate 

Alternation 

Ammonium carbonate 
? Ammonium carbonate and ammonium acid carbonate 

 
 Chemical agents (Attached Table 2) 
 

Plant and animal oil (except for the purpose of pests control for  
agricultural produce) 

Gelatin (except for the purpose of pests control for  agricultural 
produce) 

Casein (except for the purpose of pests control for  agricultural 
produce) 

Fermented products from aspergillus (except for the purpose of 
pests control for  agricultural produce) 

Chitin (except for the purpose of pest control, and limited to 
agent derived from natural source) 

Beewax (except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural 
produce) 

Silicate mineral (except for the purpose of pests control for 
agricultural produce) 

Bentonite (except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural 
produce) 

Sodium silicate (except for the purpose of pests control for 
agricultural produce) 

Potassium soap (except for the purpose of pests control for 
agricultural produce) 

Deletion Other processing substances (these are essential for post-harvest 
process, natural product without chemically synthesized compounds)  

Addition 
Ethylene (limited to the use for banana’s additional ripening) 
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Ethyl alcohol (xcept for the purpose of pests control for 
agricultural produce) 

 

Boric acid (limited to the use of insect trap) 

 
Unofficial Translation of Details Starting on Next Page: 
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Draft revision of Japanese Agricultural Standard  
of Organic agricultural product processed foods  

(UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION)  
(Purposes)  
Article 1 The purposes of this standard are to establish the criteria of production methods 
for the organic agricultural product processed foods.  
 
(Principles of Production of Organic Agricultural Product Processed Foods)  
Article 2 The principles of the production of the organic agricultural product processed 
foods are as follows.  

 
To preserve the characteristics of the organic agricultural products (called those 
prescribed by Japanese Agricultural Standard of Organic Agricultural Products (Article 
3, the Notification No.59 of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, of 
January 20, 2000); being the same hereafter.) which is the raw materials in the 
manufacturing and processing processes, the processing methods applying the physical 
and biological functions shall be used basically and the use of the food additives and 
drugs synthesized chemically shall be avoided.  

 
(Definition)  
Article 3 In this standard, the organic agricultural product processed foods are defined as 
the agricultural product processed foods produced by methods satisfying the criteria of 
next Article .  
 
(Criteria of Production Methods)  
Article 4 The criteria of the production methods are as follows  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items  Criteria  
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Raw materials 
(including 
processing aid)  

Any materials except for those described as follows shall not be used.  
1. Organic agricultural products (limited to those attached 

 with the label of grading on their packages, containers, or invoices. 
However, this is not applicable to the organic agricultural products 
produced by the persons manufacturing and processing the processed 
foods and graded by Article 14 or Article 15 of the Law Concerning 
Standardization and Proper Labeling of Agricultural and Forestry 
Products (hereafter called “Law”))  

2. Organic agricultural product processed foods (limited to 
 those attached with the label of grading on their packages, 
containers, or invoices. However, this is not applicable to the 
organic agricultural product processed foods produced by persons 
manufacturing and processing the said processed foods and graded 
by Article 14 or Article 15 of the Law)  

3. Agricultural products except for 1 and 2 (except for the  
agricultural products concerning the same category to the organic 
agricultural products used for the raw materials, ionizing radiated 
foods, and those produced by the recombinant DNA technology 
(technology preparing the recombinant DNA by connecting DNA 
through the cleavage and recombination using enzyme, implanting it 
into a living cell, and proliferating it; being the same hereafter.)); 
livestock and marine products (except for the ionizing radiated foods 
and those produced by using the recombinant DNA technology), and 
their processed products (except for the agricultural product 
processed foods of the same category to the organic agricultural 
products used for the raw materials and the ionizing radiated foods).  

4. Salt and water.  
5. Food additive listed in the attached table 1 (except for  

those produced using the recombinant DNA technology; being the 
same hereafter.). 

 
  
Utilization ratio of raw 
materials  

1. In the raw materials (excluding the salt, the  
water and the processing aid) , the ratio of the 
agricultural, livestock and marine products and their 
processed products except for organic agricultural 
products and organic agricultural product processed 
foods occupied to the weight shall be 5% or less.  

2. The use of the food additive shall be within  
the necessary minimum for manufacturing or 
processing the said processed foods.  
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Management  concerning 
manufacturing, processing, 
packaging, storage, and other 
processes  

1. Only physical method or method utilizing  
biological function (except for the method utilizing 
recombinant DNA technology.) shall be used for the 
manufacturing or processing except for cases using 
the food additives listed in the attached table 1.  

2. Ionizing radiation shall not be executed for  
disease and pest control, preservation of the foods, 
removal of pathogens or sanitation.  

3. Only physical method or method utilizing  
biological function (except for the method utilizing 
recombinant DNA technology.) shall be used for the 
disease and pest control. In the case of being hard to 
control them in the ordinary means, chemical agents 
listed in the attached table 2 (except for materials 
produced by using recombinant DNA technology) 
may be used. When using those listed in the 
attached table 2, they shall be controlled not to 
mixed with raw materials and the products.  

4. Organic agricultural products used for the 
raw materials or organic agricultural product 
processed foods shall be controlled not to be mixed 
with other agricultural products or processed foods.  

5. The foods produced or processed following 
 criteria of “Raw materials”, “Utilization ratio of 
raw materials”, and the provision 1 to 4 above shall 
be controlled so as not to exposured to the 
agricultural chemicals, detergent, disinfectant, and 
other chemicals. 

 
 
(Labelling of the Names of the Organic Agricultural Product Processed Foods and the 
Raw Materials)  
 
Article 5 The names of the organic agricultural product processed foods and the raw materials shall be 
labelled by the methods prescribed as follows.  

Division  Criteria  
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Labeling of 
names  

1. To attach one of the labels in the following.  
 (1) “ ( )” or “ ”(which means organic agricultural 
product processed foods in Japanese.)  
 (2) “ ” or “ ( )” (which means organic or (organic) in 
Japanese.)  
 (3) “ ” or “ ( )” (which means organic or (organic) in 
Japanese.)  
(Notes) The general name of the agricultural product processed foods 
shall be described in “ ”  
 
2. As for those using the organic agricultural products harvested in the 

field under the conversion period or those manufacturing or 
processing the agricultural products harvested in the field under the 
conversion period for the raw materials, the term “under the 
conversion period” in the front/rear of the name to be described as 
prescribed in 1 shall be declared.  

Labelling of 
names of the 
raw materials  

1. As for the organic agricultural products (except for the organic 
agricultural products harvested in the fields under the conversion 
period) or the organic agricultural product processed foods (except for 
those using the organic agricultural products harvested in the fields 
under the conversion period for the raw materials) out of the used raw 
materials, characters such as “organic” shall be described in the general 
names of the agricultural products or the agricultural product processed 
foods.  
 
2. As for those manufactured or processed using the organic agricultural 
products harvested in the fields under the conversion period or the 
organic agricultural product processed foods using the organic 
agricultural products harvested under the conversion period for the raw 
materials, describe “under conversion period” in the front/rear of the 
raw material names to be described as prescribed in 1.  

 
Schedule  
This notification will come into effect after 30 days from promulgate.  
 
 
 
 
 
Attached Table 1  

Food additives  Criteria  
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Citric acid  Limited to be used as pH adjustment agent or used for 
vegetable processed products or fruit processed products  

DL- malic acid   

Lactic acid  Limited to be used for vegetable processed products  

L- ascorbic acid   

Tannin  Limited to be used for filter aid  

Sulfuric acid  Limited to be used for adjusting pH of the extracted 
water in producing sugar as pH adjustment agent  

Sodium carbonate and 
sodium acid carbonate  

Limited to be used for the confectionery, sugar, 
processed products of beans, noodles, and bread  

Potassium carbonate  Limited to be used for drying the fruit processed 
products, or used for grains processed products, 
processed products of beans, noodles, bread, or the 
confectionery  

Calcium carbonate   

Ammonium carbonate and 
ammonium acid carbonate  

 

Magnesium carbonate   

Potassium chloride  Limited to be used for vegetable processed products, 
fruits processed products, seasonings, or soup  

Calcium chloride  Limited to be used for coagulating agent or used for 
edible fat and oil, vegetable processed products, fruit 
processed products, or processed products of beans  

Magnesium chloride  Limited to be used for coagulating agent or processed 
products of beans  

Crude sea water magnesium 
chloride  

Limited to be used for coagulating agent or processed 
products of beans.  

Sodium hydroxide  Limited to be used for processing sugar as pH 
adjustment agent or used for grains processed products  

Potassium hydroxide  Limited to be used for processing sugar as pH 
adjustment agent  

Calcium hydroxide  
 

 

DL- tartaric acid  

L- tartaric acid  

DL-sodium tartrate  Limited to be used for the confectionary  
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L-sodium tartrate  Limited to be used for the confectionery  

DL- potassium hydrogen 
tartrate  

Limited to be used for the grains processed products or 
the confectionery  

L- potassium hydrogen 
tartrate  

Limited to be used for the grains processed products or 
the confectionery  

Phosphoric acid-calcium 
hydrogen  

Limited to be used for powders as expanding agent  

Calcium sulfate  Limited to be used as coagulating agent or used for the 
confectionery, the processed products of beans, or bread 
yeast  

Alginic acid   

Sodium alginate   

Carob bean gum   
Guar gum   

Triacanthos gum   

Arabian gum  Limited to be used for edible fat and oil or the 
confectionery  

Xanthan gum   

Karaya gum   
Carrageenan   

Casein   

Gelatin   

 Agar  

Pectin   
Ethanol   

Mix tocopherol   

Enzymegenation lecithin  Limited to those obtained without any bleaching or 
organic solvent treatment  

Enzymatic hydrolysis lecithin  Limited to those obtained without any bleaching or 
organic solvent treatment  

Plant lecithin  Limited to those obtained without any bleaching or 
organic solvent treatment  

Egg yolk lecithin  Limited to those obtained without any bleaching or 
organic solvent treatment  

Talc  

Bentonite   

Kaolin   

Diatomaceous earth   
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Perlite   

Silicon dioxide  Limited to be used as gel or colloidal solution  

Active carbon   
Beeswax  Limited to be used as separating agent  

Carnaiba wax  Limited to be used as separating agent  

Perfume  Not to be chemically synthesized  

Nitrogen   

Oxygen   
Carbon dioxide   

Enzyme   
 
Attached Table 2  

Chemical agents  Criteria  

Pyrethrum 
emulsion  

Those do not contain piperonyl butoxide as synergist  

Plant and animal oil  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Gelatin  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Casein  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Fermented products 
from aspergillus  

Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Extract from 
mushroom (shiitake 
fungus)  

Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Extract from 
chlorella  

Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Chitin  Except for the purpose of pest control, and limited to agent derived 
from natural source  

Beewax  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Silicate mineral  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Diatomaceous earth   

Bentonite  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Sodium silicate  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Sodium bicarbonate   
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Carbon dioxide   

Potassium soap  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Ethyl alcohol  Except for the purpose of pests control for agricultural produce  

Boric acid  Limited to the use of insect trap  

Sex pheromone 
agent  

Limited to the agent containing sex pheromone activity for pest as 
active ingredient, and except for the purpose of pests control for 
agricultural produce.  

 
(Notes) In using chemical agents, obey the usage described on a label attached on the container of the 

agricultural chemicals.  
 
 


